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David Williams-Ellis in his studio

My Five Favourite Galleries by David Williams-Ellis
BY ADMIN – 18 DECEMBER, 2013
POSTED IN: ART GALLERIES, ARTISTS, FEATURED STORIES, SCULPTURE, UK

David Williams-Ellis is one of the world’s leading figurative sculptors, whose unique life size,
portrait, bird and animal sculptures are cast in bronze, silver and glass. David’s work has earned
him international recognition and acclaim.  He has worked on a number of prestigious
commissions, both private and public, and his work is exhibited and collected worldwide. Drawing
on classical training in Italy and the romanticism of Rodin and Bourdelle, whilst at the same time
incorporating a contemporary feel, his sculptures are noted for their balance and poise.
www.dwe.com David Williams-Ellis will be exhibiting at The Portland Gallery in London in
November 2014.

The National Gallery – London

This must be the greatest
collection of pictures in the
world.  Too big to take in
during one visit, you need a
maximum of an hour and half
at any one time, although even
a 20 minute stroll is rewarding.
You can go in at the entrance
next to the National Portrait
Gallery and exit through the
door at the other end of
Trafalgar Square.  I do this on a
regular basis and always find a
“new friend” in a different
picture.  Although my
“favourites” in the collection
are too many to name, the early
Renaissance is a must, as is the
Resurrection by Piero della Francesca.  The Stubbs painting of Whistle Jacket should be viewed by walking
from west to east down the main corridor and Giovanni Battista Tiepolo’s “An Allegory with Venus and
Time” is probably the one of the sexiest nudes in art. Two other favourites are Titian’s Bacchus and
Ariadne and Goya’s Don Andres del Peral.

The Uffizi – Florence

In the days when you didn’t have to book a visit, my formative years as an artist were spent studying in
this amazing gallery, forming what is a partial essence of what I do today.  Its Renaissance art collection
is the probably amongst the best in the world and foremost amongst these are: Leonardo’s
“Annunciation” , Botticelli’s “Primavera” and “The Birth of Venus”, Titian’s ” Venus of Urbino”, Bronzino’s
“Eleanor of Toledo” and “The Adoration of the Magi” by Fabriano.  As these are a very few from a huge
amount of wonderful art, I suggest that you should visit at any time that you can manage to book.

The Galleria dell’Accademia – Venice

What immediately strikes you on visiting Venice, and particularly reflected in this Gallery, is the exciting
use of colour. The exponents of this are Giorgione’s “Tempesta”, the collection of Giovanni  Bellini’s are
second to none and the Tintoretto (the Miracle of St. Mark freeing the slave) is one of the greatest
interpretations of movement and foreshortening and grandeur, for pure scale,  there is very little to beat 
Veronese’s “The Apoteosi di Venezzia” .

The Cairo Museum – Cairo

Naturally, this is the greatest collection of Egyptian art in the world and the Tutankhamun collections are
a must.  Amongst my favourites are The Harpooner (gilded and carved in wood), the Bed of the Divine
Cow (again carved in wood and gilded), and the most famous of all, the head of Tutankhamun Preferably,
this museum should be visited after a tour of the Valley of the Kings at Luxor.

The Victoria and Albert – London

This is probably one of the most eclectic collections in any museum in the world.  I go there to find one
subject (which might be the fabulous Constable sketch panels which incorporate so much movement) and
might come out having discovered an amazing piece of wrought iron. The ceramics collection is
unrivalled and the British and European sculpture collection is fabulous with one of highlights being
Bernini’s “Neptune and Triton” and his portrait of Mr. Baker.  The two cast rooms have an extraordinary
collection of plaster casts and the collection includes some of the world’s most important marble and
bronze statues. One of the highlights is Trajan’s Column which was cast in the 19th Century and
therefore probably holds much more detail than the original and as it is 200 meters tall, it is as equally
impressive when viewed from above.  The Silver, Oriental and Medieval galleries are also not to be
missed.

All the museums and galleries listed above really require a multiple of short visits as you will be
overwhelmed by the number of glorious objects and paintings.

In 2014 The Cultural Voyager will be following David as he turns a maquette, the small scale model of a
sculpture, into a full sized bronze cast.

Posted from London, England, United Kingdom.
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